GORING

words : * He came into an alliance with us sincerely
and with all his heart, and became an honourable
intermediary between the old field-marshal and the
young corporal from the World War.'

The industrialists, the great landowners, and the
nobility brought Schleicher down. On Saturday, 28
January, Hindenburg dismissed the Chancellor. The
week-end is a very favourite time for German politics;
the Sunday rest-day is always well fitted for great
surprises.

The road now stood open before Hitler. But would
Schleicher really capitulate ? If he had been politically
active in the background for so long a time it was to
be expected that he would not leave the political stage
of his own free will, particularly as he had a great part
of the army behind him. And the army marched, if
only the order was given. Two coups d'etat were on
the threshold : Hitler's and Schleicher's. Which of
them had the courage ? Who would be the first to
march ?

After Schleicher had been dismissed, he went back
to the Ministry. He now wanted to make trial of what
had been in his mind the last few weeks. Speedily he
called together the representatives of the Social
Democratic and the Catholic trade unions. He
enlightened them as to the situation. There was no
way out but the general strike. As at the time of the
Kapp putsch the workers must now also put down the
counter-revolution by the general strike. Schleicher
had made a close study of modern military theory, and
knew the power of the masses. The general strike
would be supported by the army ; and there would be
martial law throughout the country. Hitler and von